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Salvadorém Rebels’ Aim Is to ‘Defeat’ Election

“We were all ready to go when” the'
4 trip was called off without explana-

By ALAN RIDING
Special toThe New York Times

MEXICO CITY, March 1 — The cur-
rent guerrilla offensive in El Salvador
is aimed at “defeating’” this month’s
elections and forcing the United States-
backed junta to initiate negotiations
with the oppositicn, according to two-
top rebelcommanders.

In alengthy interview here last night,
they also asserted that the Salvadoran
Army had sutfered a major setback in
its latest counteroffensive against guer-
rilla strengholds around Guazapa vol-
cano north of San Salvador and was ex-
periencing growing dxscxplmary prob-
lerns among its troops.

“‘The junta saysthe electxons arepos-
sible because the war is controlladble,””
said Robert Roca, the 34-year-old
leader of the Revolutionary Party of

i Workers, “but wel:
Central American Vorke .mxlsnorthofthecapxtal was **a deci-|

will defeat the electicas, not by attack-
ing votersor polling booths, but by mak-
ing the war felt at all levels every-
where.” ’

Fermén Cxen!uegiso, 35, the head of
National Resistance, said the month-old
offensive involved takmg the war from
rural areas to the “show window’” of
San Sdivador and other cities, but was
not aimed at achieving an immediate
military victory. “We see it as consoli-
dating cur military posmon Ior neg(ma-
tions,”” headded. st
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The two commanders belong to the
five-nan general command of . the
Farabundo Martf National Liberation
Front, which is made up of the five
guerrilla organizaticas that joined;

PN

forces in 1380 to combat El Salvador’sg

civilian4nilitary - junta. The general
command also includes the heads of the
People’s Revolutionary - Army, *- the
Popular Forces of Liberation and the
Salvadoran Communist Party..

‘The commanders reiterated that the

guerrillas and their non-Marxist allies} ;.

in the Dernocratic Revolutionary Front
were ready to negotiate a cease-firsand
form a broad-based government that
would prepare the-country for ‘“‘genu-
ine” elections. They added-that they
were willing to travel to Washmgton to
initiate contacts.

Mr. Lxenfuggps also disclosed' mat
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tion,” Mr. Cienfuegos said.

Rubén Zamora, a dissident Christian
Democrat and member of the Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Front, was Tre-
ceived in the State Department by the
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Iinter-
American Affairs; Everett Briggs, -
Mr. Cxentuegos said that recent guer-
rilla incursions into Salvadoran cities
had stirred “ an insurrecticnal spirit”
‘among the urban population and had
demonstrated the *enormous mobility”
"of rebel columns. **The army bas been
generally on the defensive,” he said,
**and our latest information is that the
attackon Guazapa has failed.”” -
Mr. Roca added that Guazapa, 20

tsive military and electoral battle’ be-

tory there would prevent the rebels
from “commg down'’ to Intensify the
war ‘in" San- Salvador over the next
month, -

The two' oommanders insxsted that
the Salvadoran Army was suffering a
growing internal crisis marked by in-
subordination in the ranks and resent-
‘ment among middle-level officers at
the strategy adopted by the army high

--} command, headed by the Defense

Minister, Gen. Jos# Guillermo Garcia. |
‘diers were in detenticn at the San Car-

cluding two officers, at Ilopango air
base. -

“In El - Paraiso, in Chalatenango
+Province, 16 soldiers deserted with
their weapons,” he said. “In Usulutén
early February, a lieutenant assassi-
nated six soldiers who wanted to desert.
In San Miguel, another six soldiers were
killed by National Guardsmen.””

“We have our people in the army,
we've infiltrated the ranks, and that's
why the high command is so nervous,””
he went cn. “They even assassinate sol-

cause they fear they're going back into
thearznyas infiltrators.”

"Mr. Roca argued that t there were

7

early in Fe 7 Tast , Just days,
after the rebeg' abortive ;;.hn'i[ oifen-

slg:ns that the army could collapse.

sive,”” the Reagan Administration

hasbemdxsastmus *’ headded.

agreed that they and tTwo other opposi-
ticn leaders should make a secret trip to

Washington for talks with William J.
rector of Cen Intelli-
gence, and Richard V. AllenLtfhen na-

Since then, the only contact between :
the opposition and the Reagan Adminis- |
tration toox place last Dec. 15 when

cause the army heped that a quick vic< .

. Mr. Clmmegos asserted that 70 sol-|-
s barracks in San Saivador and 43. in- ).

“Thearmy’s performance in oftensxv&s '

Questioned about the source of the
rebels’ weapons, Mr. Cienfuegos said
they obtained them on the black market
throughout Central America, but had
also recovered more than 200 automatic
rifles from the army since last August.

- Referring to the March 28 elections,
Mr. Roca said the campaign had weak-
ened “the enemy”’ because of infighting
among rignt-wing facticns. He charged
that former Maj. Roberto d’Aubuisson,
the ultraconservative leader of the Na.
tionalist Republican. Alliance, was
trying to intimidate other rightist par-
ties into join forces against President
José Napoledtn Duarte and ms Chnsnzm
Democratic Party.

““The United States has so far had to
sustain the Christian Democrats and
fascists in the army,”” he added, “‘but|
after the elections it may have to sup- :
porttheextremeright.” -

Insisting again on the need for negoti-
:ations, Mr. Roca argued that the surest
guarantee that a new Salvadoran gov-
‘ernment would not pose a threat to!
. United States security would be to find '
| a political soluticn before the defeat of
theSalvadoran Army.- . .

“We're not calling for the d&stmctlrm

of the army,”” Mr. Cienfuegos added.
“We want it purged of criminal and
genocidal elements. The logical process
is for negotiations to lead to an interim
“government that holds elections.” -
- Asked about the possibility of direct
:United States intervention in El Salva-
dor, Mr. Cienfuegos warned that sucha
move would unite Centra] Amenca
.against Wash.mgtcn ' N

l

P

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100130007-1



